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Occurrence of the oilfish, Ruvettus pretiosus Cocco, 1833 (Gempylidae) in
Iskenderun Bay, northeastern Mediterranean, Turkey
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Introduction

The oilfish, Ruvettus pretiosus Cocco, 1833, is a member of
the family Gempylidae (snake mackerels), which are widely

distributed in tropical, subtropical and warm temperate
waters of the world and represented by 23 species belonging
to 16 genera (Parin, 1986). Ruvettus pretiosus are usually

found in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans as well as
the Mediterranean Sea (Froese and Pauly, 2012). A first
report in the Mediterranean was in 1987 (Fischer et al.,

1987), in northern Turkish waters for the first time by Kaya
and Bileceno�glu (1999), and by Bettoso and Dulcic (1999) in
the Adriatic Sea. Ruvettus pretiosus was further reported
from Benghazi in March 2004 off the Libyan coast (southern

Mediterranean) (Elbaraasi et al., 2007).
Rarely found on the Mediterranean coast of Turkey,

R. pretiosus was first recorded in 1999 from Antalya Bay

(Alanya coast) (Kaya and Bileceno�glu, 1999), with no further
reports in other areas. Thus, the September 2012 finding of
R. pretiosus in Iskenderun Bay, the most eastern part of the

Turkish Mediterranean coast, is the second reported occur-
rence in Turkish waters.

Materials and methods

One female R. pretiosus specimen was captured off Saman-
dag coast at about 160 m depth by bottom trawl on 26 Sep-

tember 2012 in Iskenderun Bay (35°59′231″N; 35°48′081″E).
Measurements were carried out with a caliper to the nearest
0.1 mm. The specimen was identified and photographed as

Ruvettus pretiosus using the diagnostic characteristics as
described by Parin (1986) and Fischer et al. (1987). The spec-
imen was preserved in 4% formalin solution and deposited

in the Museum of the Faculty of Fisheries, Mustafa Kemal
University, Iskenderun-Hatay (collection number: MSM-PIS/
2012-1).

Results

The specimen measured 55 cm total length and weighed

1272 g total weight. Meristic counts and morphometric mea-
surements are compared in Table 1 with those in other publi-
cations (Bettoso and Dulcic, 1999; Kaya and Bileceno�glu,
1999; Elbaraasi et al., 2007). The morphological features are
well known, and those of the captured specimen are in full
agreement with the textbooks: slightly compressed elongated

body; large mouth, not protractile, with strong teeth in both
jaws; large and round eyes; single lateral line, often obscure;

very rough skin on body and covered with cycloid scales,
interspersed with rows of sharp bony tubercles; belly keeled
between ventral fins and anus. The body is uniformly violet

or purplish brown; tips of the pectoral and pelvic fins are
dark; margins of the second dorsal and anal fins in young
specimens are white.

Discussion

Ruvettus pretiosus is a oceanic and bentho-pelagic species

(Riede, 2004) and distributed in the Mediterranean Sea at
depths ranging from 100 to 800 m (Nakamura, 1995).
Nakamura and Parin (1993) reported a usual depth distribu-

tion of the oil fish as 80–200 m. Commonly found in coastal
waters on the continental slope and in oceanic areas
(Cervig�on et al., 1992; Nakamura and Parin, 1993; Golani

et al., 2006), R. pretiousus usually lives in pairs, which rise to
the surface at night (Nakamura and Parin, 2001; Elbaraasi
et al., 2007). Ruvettus pretiosus feed on various deepwater
benthic fishes, crustacean and cephalopods. The oil fish eggs

and larvae are probably pelagic (Nakamura and Parin, 1993;
Golani et al., 2006).
Ruvettus pretiosus has no high commercial value in Turkish

fisheries; however, in Brazil and Japan its meat has been widely
requested by restaurants and is much appreciated in their
domestic markets (Weidner and Arocha, 1999).

The occurrence of this young specimen of R. pretiosus in
the northeastern Mediterranean is most likely due to the
northward migration of the sea current systems. The north-
ward migration of R. pretiosus to the Iskenderun Bay may

also reflect changes in oceanographic conditions such as
temperature and salinity, which are the most important
large-scale variables, as also supported by Bettoso and

Dulcic (1999) and Elbaraasi et al. (2007). Moreover, we can
draw some conclusions on the spawning status and establish-
ment of R. pretiosus in this area through the capture of this

immature young female specimen. Similar studies by Bettoso
and Dulcic (1999) and Elbaraasi et al. (2007) are in agree-
ment with this observation.

In conclusion, our finding is the first report of this species
in the Iskenderun Bay from the northeastern Mediterranean
coast of Turkey and the second record from Turkish marine
waters. This new record indicates that R. pretiosus has
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expanded its range along the northeastern coast of the
Mediterranean Sea.
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